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The Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ Brings True Rejoicing, Even Under the Cross 

 

Sometimes life requires the astonishing patience of Job. Like him, we are to rejoice in the midst 

of affliction, be grounded in repentance under the cross of Christ, and hope relentlessly in His 

resurrection, that we might see “the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 

merciful” (James 5:11). In the promise of the Gospel, therefore, “be patient” and “establish your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 5:7, 8). Like St. John the Baptist, whatever 

your own kind of prison or suffering may be, call upon Jesus and receive the strength of His 

Word from those He sends to you. For as “the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers 

are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up,” so is the Good News of Jesus 

preached to you also (Matt. 11:5). He comes and restores the fortunes of Zion, His Holy Church, 

so that “sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Is. 35:10). 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at 

5:00 pm.  Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.    

 

 

  

 

 



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical 

member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe, 

teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which 

is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible 

which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation we eagerly 

desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God. 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not 

a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking 

communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have 

you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing. 

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins.  However, it can be taken to 

one’s judgment if not properly understood.  1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the 

bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body 

and blood of the LORD…For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and 

drinks judgment on himself.”  

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and 

under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!  

We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the 

rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow 

along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please 

read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church. 

 

The fourth quarter of 2025 is designated by Pastor and the Elders for the Hope Children’s 

Home 

They care for neglected, abandoned and abused children in a residential setting with a Christian 

school by providing them with a loving family environment, meeting their physical needs, 

providing them with an excellent Christian education and pointing them to Jesus Christ.    

 

 

Weekly Memory Verse                                             Zephaniah 3:17 

  

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over 

you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 

singing. 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

331 THE ADVENT OF OUR KING 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



C Amen. 

 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 71:14–18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

Pastor: Rejoice in the Lord always; 

Cong:  again I will say,  Rejoice. 

Pastor: I will hope continually 

Cong:  and will praise you yet  more and more. 

Pastor: My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the day, 

Cong:  for their number is past my  knowledge. 

Pastor: With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come; 

Cong:  I will remind them of your righteousness,  yours alone. 



Pastor: O God, from my youth you have taught me, 

Cong:  and I still proclaim your  wondrous deeds. 

Pastor: So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, 

Cong:  until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all  those to 

come. 

Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 

 and to the Holy  Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Pastor: Rejoice in the Lord always; 

Cong:  again I will say,  Rejoice. 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 



 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1–10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 

 and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 



They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 

 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 

 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

 and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

  



P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE James 5:7–11 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 

the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not 

grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 

standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. 

You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 

Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

 
  

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the 



lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 

good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A 

man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 

whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 

Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of 

John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it 

by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to 

accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

345 HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING 

 

 



 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 



  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 

+ OFFERING + 

 

956 CREATE IN ME 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 

Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED) LSB 161 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

 



 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 



346 WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820 

Tune: Public domain 

 

617 O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820 

Tune: Public domain 

 



334 O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 



A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

349 HARK THE GLAD SOUND 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 

Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 



 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION COLLECT 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

338 COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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       Rev. Patrick Poock 

                                                              Organist: Lillian Boettcher 
 

 

Happy Birthday       

Vicki Costello 14th   

Justin Benson 15th 

Linda Snyder 18th   

Joe Barber 19th 

Jeff Sattanno 20th   

Janice Saari 20th 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Bob & Millie Gardner 14th (45 yrs) 

Jim & Terry Jones 17th (42 yrs) 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT 
FAITH: 
Sunday, December 14th 
NO 8:00 am Divine Service   
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Divine Service 
11:30 am Annual Meeting 
2:00 pm GriefShare “Loss of a Spouse” 
5:00 pm Beer, Brats & Bible 
 
 

Wednesday, December 17th 
9:00 am Women of Faith 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
5:00 pm Divine Service 
6:15 pm Light Meal 
6:30 pm Book of Concord 
 
Thursday, December 18th 
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice 
 
Friday, December 19th 
7:00 pm Lifelight Bible Study 
 
Sunday, December 21st 
8:00 am Divine Service   
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Divine Service 
11:30 am Annual Meeting 
 
Looking Ahead 
Wednesday, December 24th Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 5:00 & 7:00 pm 
Thursday, December 25th Christmas Day 
Divine Service 10:30 am 

 
 
 
 

 


