FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 21, 2025
Rev. Patrick Poock

God’s Word Is Fulfilled for Us in the Flesh and Blood of Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary

The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the Nativity of Our Lord. With the
blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, conceived in her womb by the
Word and Spirit of God. This fulfillment of the sign once given to the house of David, that “the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (Is. 7:14), is now given to us in the Gospel. It declares that
salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His work and a free gift. It also is the way and means by
which the Lord our God 1s Immanuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal Son of God is
conceived and born of Mary, and is thus “descended from David according to the flesh” (Rom.
1:3—4). He comes in this way to save us with His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called
“Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in
faith and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also live
by faith in this Holy Gospel.

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at
5:00 pm. Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical
member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe,
teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which
is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible
which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation we eagerly
desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God.

COMMUNION STATEMENT

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not
a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking
communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have
you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing.

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins. However, it can be taken to
one’s judgment if not properly understood. 1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the
bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body
and blood of the LORD...For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.”

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and
under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!
We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the
rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow
along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please
read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church.

The fourth quarter of 2025 is designated by Pastor and the Elders for the Hope Children’s
Home

They care for neglected, abandoned and abused children in a residential setting with a Christian
school by providing them with a loving family environment, meeting their physical needs,
providing them with an excellent Christian education and pointing them to Jesus Christ.

Weekly Memory Verse John 1:4

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.



332 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5  God the Father was His source,

Back to God He ran His course.

Into hell His road went down,

Back then to His throne and crown.

6  For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.

By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7  From the manger newborn light

Shines in glory through the night.

Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.



A 8  Glory to the Father sing,

Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483—1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran
Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110000820

Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

INVOCATION
P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 151
[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1
Pastor: Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
Cong: that the mountains might quake at your presence.
Pastor: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
Cong: and in his word I hope;
Pastor: my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,
Cong: more than watchmen for the morning.
Pastor: O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
Cong: and with him is plentiful redemption.
Pastor: And he will redeem Israel
Cong: from all his iniquities.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Pastor: Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
Cong: that the mountains might quake at your presence.

KYRIE LSB 152
[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.




[P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the

Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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P Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING I[saiah 7:10-17

10A gain the LORD spoke to Ahaz, !'““Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol
or high as heaven.” ?But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”
3And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you
weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. '*He shall eat curds and honey when
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. '*For before the boy knows how to refuse
the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. !"The LORD
will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not
come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of
God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ
our Lord, >through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience
of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, ®including you who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ,

"To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

¥Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. "’ And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” ?All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 2but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he
called his name Jesus.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

0

)



357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
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2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry O’er the grave.
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heav’nly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. Refrain
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain



7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&In; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING



+ OFFERING +

956 CREATE IN ME
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from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va-tion;
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and up-hold me with Thy free spir A - men.
Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583—-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE LSB 160

P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED) LSB 161

P) It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -

SANCTUS LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,



Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I«

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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DISTRIBUTION

398 HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er Son!
2 He comeswith res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show - ers Up - on the fruit- ful earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and 1in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - ty foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All Dbless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,

To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,

Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;

To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His COV - € - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ul - ty.
Whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, Were pre -cious in His sight.
And righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  king-dom with - out end.
His name shall stand for - ev - e— That name to us 1s Love.
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Tune: Leonhart Schréter, ¢. 1532—c. 1601
Text and tune: Public domain
618 1 COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing  That sin - ners
3Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be - cause 1
4 Wea - ry am I and heav -y lad - en; With sin  my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is faith’s
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wea - ry is my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt
soul is  sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It 18 the strength  of
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677—1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig



Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain

512 AT THE NAME OF JESUS
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1 At the name of Je - sus Ev - ’ry knee shall bow,
2 At His voice cre - a - tion Sprang at once to sight,
3 Hum -bled for a sea - son, To re - celve a name
4 Bore it up tri - um - phant With its hu - man light,
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Ev - ’ry tongue con - fess Him King of glo-ry now.
All the an - gel fac - es, Al the hosts of light,
From the lips of sin - ners Un to whom He came,
Through all ranks of crea - tures To the cen - tral height,
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"Tis the Fa - ther’s plea - sure We should call Him Lord,
Thrones and bright do - min - 1ions, Stars up - on their way,
Faith - ful - ly He bore it  Spot-less to the last,
To the throne of God - head, To the Fa-ther’s breast,
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Who from the be - gin-ning Was the might - y Word.
All the heav’n-ly or - ders In their great ar - ray.
Brought it back vic - to - rious  When from death He passed;
Filled it with the glo - ry Of that per - fect rest.

In your hearts enthrone Him;
There let Him subdue

All that is not holy,
All that is not true:

Crown Him as your captain
In temptation’s hour;

Let His will enfold you
In its light and pow’r.



6  Christians, this Lord Jesus
Shall return again
In His Father’s glory,
With His angel train;
For all wreaths of empire
Meet upon His brow,
And our hearts confess Him

King of glory now.

A 7  Glory then to Jesus,
Who, the Prince of light,
To a world in darkness
Brought the gift of sight;
Praise to God the Father;
In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together

Him who reigns above.

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-77, alt.
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958
Text and tune: Public domain

341 LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES
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1 Lift up your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - 1ot
3 How blest the land, the cit - vy blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu - mil -1 - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - L -
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tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly
Thee; here, Lord, a - bide! O en - ter

use for heav’n’s em -
with Thy grace di -
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near, The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and  sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end  of
homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -dorned with prayer and love and joy. So shall your
vine; Thy face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly
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va - tion He doth bring; There-fore  re - joice and glad - ly sing.
all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun. of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-’reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.
Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.
Tune: August Lemke, 1820-1913
Text and tune: Public domain
THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
POST COMMUNION COLLECT
BENEDICTION LSB 166

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still
O come to us, a - bide with us,

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Text and tune: Public domain
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to - night.
the earth!
The dear Christ en - ters
Our Lord Im-man - u - el!



Rev. Patrick Poock
Organist: Lillian Boettcher

Happy Birthday

Rev. John Tuttle 21*
Christian Morales 22"
Bob Gardner 24"

Dick Werner 24t

Caleb Poock 25™
DeWitt Gorman 26™
Meta Green 26™
Margaret Greenslade 27"
Sherry Janovec 271
Linda Wiedenmeyer 271

Happy Anniversary
Rev. John & Sandra Tuttle 22" (52 yrs)
Daniel & Ruth Pope, Sr. 271 (75 yrs)

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT
FAITH:

Sunday, December 21%

8:00 am Divine Service

9:15 am Sunday School

10:30 am Divine Service

11:30 am Coffee Bites

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Thursday, December 18"
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice

Friday, December 25"
10:30 am Christmas Day Divine Service

Sunday, December 28"
8:00 am Divine Service
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Divine Service
11:30 am Coffee Bites

Looking Ahead

Wednesday, December 31%'Divine Service
5:00 pm

Wednesday, December 31% NO Bible
Study 3:30 or 6:30 pm




