FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Second Sunday after Christmas
January 4, 2026
Rev. Patrick Poock -

The Lord Jesus Is Found in the Temple of His Church

The Lord Jesus “grew and became strong” (Luke 2:40); He “increased in wisdom and in stature
and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). As His body grew and developed, His mind also
increased in knowledge and understanding. For as our brother in the flesh, that we might “have
redemption through his blood” (Eph. 1:7), He lived by faith in the Word of His Father. Thus, He
was catechized by His parents, who took Him up “to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover” (Luke 2:41); and when He was of age, He gave attention to the Holy Scriptures in His
Father’s house (Luke 2:46, 49). Christ Jesus is still found in His Church, in “the word of truth,
the gospel,” by which we are adopted by His Father and sealed with His Spirit (Eph. 1:5, 13).
Thus do we gain “an understanding mind” to go about our vocations, discerning “between good
and evil” (1 Kings 3:9). And so do we also go up to Jerusalem to stand “before the ark of the
covenant of the Lord” (1 Kings 3:15), that is, in the Holy Communion of His body and blood.

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at
5:00 pm. Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical
member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe,
teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which
is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible
which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation we eagerly
desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God.

COMMUNION STATEMENT

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not
a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking
communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have
you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing.

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins. However, it can be taken to
one’s judgment if not properly understood. 1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the
bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body
and blood of the LORD...For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.”

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and
under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!
We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the
rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow
along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please
read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church.

The fourth quarter of 2025 is designated by Pastor and the Elders for the Hope Children’s
Home

They care for neglected, abandoned and abused children in a residential setting with a Christian
school by providing them with a loving family environment, meeting their physical needs,
providing them with an excellent Christian education and pointing them to Jesus Christ.

Weekly Memory Verse salm 37:23-24

The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in his way; though he
fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand.



686 COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg
Text and tune: Public domain
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +



INVOCATION
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 151
P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 147:1, 5, 11-12; antiphon: John 1:14
Pastor: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,

Cong: glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Pastor: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;

Cong: for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

Pastor: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;

Cong: his understanding is beyond measure.



Pastor: But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
Cong: in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Pastor: Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Cong: Praise your God, O Zion!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Pastor: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
Cong: glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

KYRIE LSB 152
P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us,

gracious Lord.
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Final Refrain
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word.
Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 3:4-15

* The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used
to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. >At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a
dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” *And Solomon said, “You have
shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for
him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. ’And
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although
I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. *And your servant is in the midst



of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for
multitude. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I
may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

19Tt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. " And God said to him, “Because you have
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, “behold, I now do according to
your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been
before you and none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked,
both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. *And if you
will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David
walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

15>And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings,

and made a feast for all his servants.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3—-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love °he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
Sto the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. "In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace, ®which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight “making known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ '%as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

"Tn him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, *so that we who were the first
to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. '*In him you also, when you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, '*who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of
his glory.



(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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GOSPEL Luke 2:40-52

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

“The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon him.

“'Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. “?And when he
was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. *And when the feast was ended, as
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, “*but
supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for
him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, searching for him. *°After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. ’And all who heard him were amazed at
his understanding and his answers. *And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And
his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been
searching for you in great distress.” “’And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” *°And they did not understand the saying
that he spoke to them. >' And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

>2And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.



[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

410 WITHIN THE FATHER'S HOUSE
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And to His tem - ple
And mar-vel at His
To  lift the earth - ly

sud-den - ly The Lord of life has come.

gra-cious words Of  wis-dom un - de - filed.
veil that hides In - car-nate God be - low.

And faith-ful pon-d’ring hearts a - wait The full e - piph-a - ny.

5  Lord, visit Thou our souls
And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself
With loving awe to trace

A\ 6  Till we behold Thy face
And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

Coequal Three in One.
Text: James R. Woodford, 1820-85, alt.

Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING
+ OFFERING +
956 CREATE IN ME
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Cre-ate In me a clean heart, O God, and re - new
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from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va-tion;
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and up-hold me with Thy free spir - it A - men.
Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583—1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE LSB 160

P} The Lord be with you.
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P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED) LSB 161

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I«

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION

863 OUR FATHER, BY WHOSE NAME
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1 Our Fa - ther, by whose name All fa - ther-hood is known,
2 O Christ, Thy -self a  child With - in  an earth-1ly home,
3 O Spir - it, who dost bind Our hearts in u - ni - ty,
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Who dost in love pro - claim Each fam - i1 - ly Thine own,
With heart still un - de - filed, Thou didst to man-hood come;
Who teach-est us to  find The love from self set free,
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Bless Thou all  par - ents, guard - ing  well, With con - stant love as
Our chil-dren bless in ev - ry place That they may all be-
In all our hearts such love in - crease That ev - 'ry home by
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sen - ti - nel, The homes in which Thy peo - ple dwell.
hold Thy face, And know - ing Thee may grow in grace.

this re - lease May be the dwell - ing place of peace.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Tune: John D. Edwards, 1805-85
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain



620 JESUS COMES TODAY WITH HEALING

Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
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1 Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him - self to
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door, ap - peal -ing, Of - f’ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - Yy, giv’'n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y sign.
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I  hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv-ing, I ac - cept His
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in - vi - ta - tionn “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken Of His sa - cred COV - € - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung wup - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.
5  Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.
6  Now have I found consolation,




Cleanses me from sin and error,

Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960

Tune: Johann Léhner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain

382 WE PRAISE YOU, JESUS, AT YOUR BIRTH
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1 We praise You, Je - sus, at  Your birth; Clothed in flesh You
2 Now in  the man - ger we may see God’s Son from e -
3 The wvir - gin Mar - y’s lul - la - by Calms the in - fant
4 The Light E - ter - nal, break -ing through, Made the world to
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came to  earth. The vir - gin bears a sin - less boy
ter - ni - ty, The gift from God’s e - ter - nal throne
Lord Most High. Up - on her lap con-tent is He
gleam a - new; His beams have pierced the core of night,
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And all the an - gels sing for joy. Al-le-1u - ia!
Here clothedin  our poor flesh and  bone. Al-le-1u - 1a!
Who keeps the earth and sky and sea. Al-le-1u - 1a!
He makes us chil -dren of the Ilight. Al-le-1u - 1a!

5  The very Son of God sublime
Entered into earthly time
To lead us from this world of cares
To heaven’s courts as blessed heirs.
Alleluia!

6  In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
He makes us rich in heav’nly ways
As we, like angels, sing His praise.
Alleluia!



7  All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
And sing His praise with endless voice.
Alleluia!

Text (st. 1): German, c. 1380; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (sts. 2—7): Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 2, 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913—

2001; (sts. 3, 5, 7): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handblichlein, 1524, Erfurt

Text (sts. 1, 3, 5-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110000820
Tune: Public domain

395 O MORNING STAR, HOW FAIR AND BRIGHT
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10 Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
2 Come, heav’n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, = And deep with - in
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls
4 Al - might-y Fa - ther, 1in Your Son  You loved us when
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own truth and lightt A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
our hearts now shine; There light a flame un - dy - ing!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
not yet be - gun  Was this old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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Of Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
In Your one bod - y let us be As liv - ing branch -
Your Word and Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
Your Son has ran-somed us in love To live in Him
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ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
€s of a tree, Your life  our lives sup-ply - ing.
with heav’n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.
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Low - ly, ho - ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to - rious,
Now, though dai - 1ly [Earth’s deep sad -ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - cy Warm andcheer us! O draw near us!
Al - le - lu - 1ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us  giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!

And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’'n-1ly joy You bless us.
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached  us.
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!

O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great 1s He, the King of Glory!

What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!




Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556—-1608

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain

THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
POST COMMUNION COLLECT
BENEDICTION LSB 166

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A -  men.



OF THE FATHER'S LOVE BEGOTTEN
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0 ye heights of heav’n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He 1s Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es  of the  proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow  be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo -1y, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its  Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - 10n, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
men.

Ev - er - more an €v - €r - more. -
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain
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Rev. Patrick Poock
Organist: Lillian Boettcher

Happy Birthday
Roy Heflin 5%
Diane Durham 9t
Silas Poock 10th

Jack Dressel 71

Happy Anniversary
Jeff & Robin Snell 5™ (46 yrs)
Dave & Susie Cashon 6™ (37 yrs)

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT
FAITH:

Sunday, January 4th

8:00 am Divine Service

9:15 am Sunday School

10:30 am Divine Service

11:30 am Coffee Bites

Tuesday, January 6™
Elders Meeting 9:15 am

Wednesday, January 7%
3:30 pm Bible Study
5:00 pm Divine Service
6:30 pm Bible Study

Donna Koenig 10

Friday, January 9"
9:30 am LWML Meeting

Saturday, January 10
9:00 am Christmas Decoration Removal
10:00 am Soul Spa

Sunday, January 11"

8:00 am Divine Service

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Divine Service
11:30 am Coffee Bites

5:00 pm Beer, Brats & Bible

Looking Ahead

Monday, January 12" Griefshare 6:30 pm
Tuesday, January 13" Church Council 6:00
pm

Wednesday, January 14" Women of Faith
Wednesday, January 14" Bible Study 3:30
pm

Wednesday, January 14" Divine Service
5:00 pm

Wednesday, January 14™ Book of Concord
6:30 pm

Friday, January 16" Lifelight Bible Study
7:00 pm




