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Rev. Patrick Poock

The Word of the Gospel Opens the Eyes of Faith and Fixes Them on Christ Jesus

The Lord called Abram (Abraham) to leave his home and go to a land that God would show
him. He also promised to make of Abram “a great nation,” to bless him and make his name
great as a blessing to “all the families of the earth” (Gen. 12:2-3). “Abram went, as the LORD
had told him” (Gen. 12:4), and in Canaan ‘“he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the
name of the LORD” (Gen. 12:8). He “believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). Here the grace of God is manifested, that He “justifies the ungodly
(Rom. 4:5), not by works of the Law, but through faith in His promises. He removes all of our
sins and lawless deeds through Jesus Christ, the offspring of Abraham in whom all the Lord’s
promises are realized. This forgiveness of sins is the Word of the Gospel, the voice of the Holy
Spirit, which “gives life to the dead” (Rom. 4:17). It opens the eyes of faith to behold Christ
Jesus, the Son of Man lifted up on the cross, “that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life” (John 3:14-15).

b

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at
5:00 pm. Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical
member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe,
teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which
is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible
which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation we eagerly
desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God.

COMMUNION STATEMENT

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not
a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking
communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have
you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing.

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins. However, it can be taken to
one’s judgment if not properly understood. 1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the
bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body
and blood of the LORD...For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.”

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and
under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!
We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the
rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow
along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please
read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church.

The first quarter of 2026 is designated by Pastor and the Elders for the LCMS Tin Roofs for
Africa Project

Imagine worshipping in a church without a roof! In Christian communities throughout Africa,
this 1s a reality. Sun, heat and rain hinder the desire and ability to worship. The LCMS has
partnered with churches in Africa to provide the tools and materials necessary to put tin roofs
on their churches. We, with your help and by the grace of God, offer the means.
https://www.lcms.org/tinroofs

Weekly Memory Verse 1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.
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heav’n - ly band Of ev - 'ty tribe and na - tion.
ment we may E - ter - nal life in - ‘her - it

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634—1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860—-1942, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

INVOCATION
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 203
P)  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 105:4—7; antiphon: v. 8
Pastor: He remembers his covenant forever,
Cong: the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Pastor: Seek the LORD and his strength;
Cong: seek his presence continually!
Pastor: Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
Cong: his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
Pastor: O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
Cong: children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
Pastor: He 1s the LORD our God;
Cong: his judgments are in all the earth.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Pastor: He remembers his covenant forever,
Cong: the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1-9

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. *I will bless those who bless you, and him
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

*So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran. >And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in
Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan,

S Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land. "Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I
will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. ®From
there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the
west and A1 on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the
LoRD. °And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.



(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

"'What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? *For
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. *For
what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness.” “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.
And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness, %just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works:

"“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;

8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

BFor the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. '*For if it is the adherents of the
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "*For the law brings wrath, but
where there is no law there 1s no transgression.

16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the
father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL John 3:1-17
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God,
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Nicodemus
said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born?” *Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. °That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that I said to you, “You must
be born again.” *The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

‘Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” °Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? !'Truly, truly, I say to you, we
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. '“If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you heavenly things? *No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. *And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16«For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. '’For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,



the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I« of the world to come. Amen.
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I Lord, Thee I Ilove with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne’er from

2 Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich boun-ty gave My bod - y, soul, and

3 Lord, let at last Thine an - gels come, To A -br’ham’s bos - om
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Lord, my God and Lord, In

tend, my prayer at - tend, And I
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will praise Thee with - out

af - ford.
end.
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Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—78, alt.

Tune: Zwey Biicher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING
OFFERTORY LSB 192
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE 208

P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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SANCTUS

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying:

LSB 208
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have

eternal life.



At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain;
yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You
spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in
Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this i1s My I+
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”



PAX DOMINI
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 210
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10 Je - sus  Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, Q) Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
798 THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE
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1 The God of A -br’ham praise, Who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A -br’ham praise, At whose su - preme com-mand
3 The God of A -br’ham praise, Whose all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 He by Him - self has sworn; I on His oath de - pend.



|
12 [ [
v

-
(> = Z

An - cient of ev - er - last - ing days And God of love.
From earth 1 rise and seek the joys At His right hand.
Shall guide me all my pil-grim days In all my ways.

I shall, on ea - gle wings up - borne, To heav’n as - cend.
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Je - ho-vah, great I AM! By earth and heav’n con - fessed;
I all on earth for - sake, Its wis - dom, fame, and pow’r,

He deigns to call me friend; He «calls Him-self my God.
I shall be - hold His face; I shall His pow’r a - dore
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name For - ev - er blest.

And Him my on - ly por-tion make, My shield and tow'r.
And He shall save me to the end Through Je - sus’ blood.
And sing the won-ders of His grace For - ev - er - more.

5  Though nature’s strength decay,

And earth and hell withstand,

To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way
At His command.

The wat’ry deep I pass,
With Jesus in my view,

And through the howling wilderness
My way pursue.

6  The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest:
A land of sacred liberty
And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.
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There dwells the Lord our king,
The Lord our righteousness,
Triumphant o’er the world and sin,
The Prince of Peace.
On Zion’s sacred height
His kingdom He maintains
And glorious with His saints in light

Forever reigns.

The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing,

And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,
“Almighty King!

Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great I AM!

We worship Thee!”

The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
I join the heav’nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise!

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99, alt.
Tune: Hebrew
Text and tune: Public domain
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When shall I come to thee? When shall my sor - rows
O sweet and pleas - ant  soil! In thee no sor - row
Con - tin - ual-ly are  green; There grow such sweet and
And ev - er-more do  spring; There ev - er - more the
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have an  end? Thy joys when shall I see?
may be found, No  grief, no care, no toil.
pleas - ant  flow’rs As no - where else are  seen.
an - gels dwell And ev - er - more do sing.

5  Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there
Around my Savior stand;
And soon my friends in Christ below
Will join the glorious band.

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare
For that bright home of love
That I may see Thee and adore
With all Thy saints above.

Text: F. B. P., 16th cent., alt.
Tune: American
Text and tune: Public domain
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hear us. Our Sav - ior saw our  help - less - ness
a - tion; He is their ref - uge and their rock,
glo - ry. Let all who know His pow’r pro -claim
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Our need for His sal - va - tion. With heal-ing balm our
His eye 1is nev - er sleep - ing. With -in the king-dom
And came with peace to cheer us. For this we thank and
Their peace and their sal - va - tion. As with a moth-er’s
A - loud the won - drous sto - ry. Cast ev-"ry 1 - dol
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souls He fills And ev - ’ry faith - less mur - mur stills:
of His might All things are just and good and right:
praise the Lord, Who 1is by one and all a - dored:
ten - der hand, He leads His own, His cho - sen band:
from its throne, For God is God, and He a - lone:
f) —
b : —] . |
- .' —o = !
Q) I ~——
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!

Text: Johann Jacob Schitz, 1640-90; (sts. 1-3, 5): tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-97, adapt.; (st. 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, adapt.

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain



718 JESUS, LEAD THOU ON
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1 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won; And  al-though the
2 If the way be drear, If the foe be near, Let not faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief From a long-felt grief, When temp - ta - tions
4 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won. Heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, We will fol - low calm and fear - less.
fears o’er - take us; Let not faith and hope for- sake us;
come al - lur - ing, Make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing.
still  di - rect us, Still sup-port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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Guide us by Thy hand To our fa - ther - land.
For through man - ya  woe To our home we g0.
Show wus  that bright shore Where we weep no more.
Till we safe - ly stand In our fa - ther - land.
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-97, alt.
Tune: Adam Drese, 1620—1701
Text and tune: Public domain
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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1 Sing praise to the God of Is - ra - el Sing praise for His
2 God spoke by the proph-ets long a - go, His prom-ise on
3 You, child, will go on be - fore the Lord As proph-et, His
4 O bright, ris - ing Sun, now shine on us In need of il -
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vis - 1 - ta - tionl Re - deem-ing His peo - ple from their sin,
oath re-call - ing— To A - bra-ham made in for - mer years:
way pre-par - ing; To speak on be - half of God Most High,
lu - mi-na - tion; Come scat - ter the shades of sin and death
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Ac - com - plish - ing their sal - va tion, Up - rais - ing a
Of van - quish-ing foes ap - pall - ing, That those He de-
His coun - sel of truth de - clar - ing: Rich mer - cy and
And shat - ter their dom - 1 - na tion. Be  guid - ing our
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might-y horn with - in  The house of His ser - vant Da - wvid!
liv - ered from their fears Might glad -1y and tru - ly serve  Him.
grace for all where-by In - iq - ui-ty is for - giv - en.
foot - steps on the path Of peace, in Your pres-ence dawn - ing!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820

Tune: Public domain
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Happy Birthday

Trudy Hitsman 3™ Toni McCarty 4%

Betty Piepenbrink Sth

Happy Anniversary
None this week

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT

FAITH:

Sunday, March 1*

8:00 am Divine Service
9:15 am Bible Study

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Divine Service
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 pm Adult Catechism

Monday, March 2"
1:00 pm Ladies Bible Study
6:30 pm Griefshare

Tuesday, March 3"
9:15 am Elders Meeting

Wednesday, March 4
3:30 pm Bible Study

5:00 pm Divine Service
6:00 pm Light Lenten Meal
6:30 pm Book of Concord

Rev. Patrick Poock
Organist: Lillian Boettcher

Sunday, March 8"

8:00 am Divine Service

9:15 am Bible Study

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Divine Service
11:30 am Fellowship

12:15 am Adult Catechism
5:00 pm Beer, Brats & Bible

Looking Ahead

Monday, March 9™ Ladies Bible Study
1:00 pm

Monday, March 9" Griefshare 6:30 pm
Tuesday, March 10" Church Council Mtg
6:00 pm

Wednesday, March 11% Women of Faith
9:00 am

Wednesday, March 11" Bible Study 3:30
pm

Wednesday, March 11% Divine Service
5:00 pm

Wednesday, March 111 Light Lenten Meal
6:00 pm

Wednesday, March 11" Book of Concord
Study

Friday, March 13" LWML Meeting 9:30
am

Saturday, March 14™ Soul Spa 10:00 am




