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This is from Lutheran Witness” November magazine. Lutheran Witness is the offi-
cial magazine of the LCMS. You can find this and several other articles on The
Lutheran Witness site. Visit the “Ministry Features” page each month for additional

stewardship content.

A ditch on either side of the road is still a ditch. The one on the left side of the road
will damage your car as much as the one on the right side. Entering either ditch will
prevent you from getting to your destination on time, if at all. Ditches come in all
shapes and sizes, but there is one constant with them: you do not want to drive into
them.

This reality of ditches is true on the wide, flat, fresh concrete of an interstate high-
way. Well-maintained medians and ditches are full of peril. It is also true of a
winding asphalt or gravel backroad in the country. These might be even more
dangerous because they do not readily reveal their depth, content and danger. It is
true: a ditch on ANY road is still a ditch.

The ditch of anxiety

This is especially true of the ditches on either side of the narrow road of faithful
stewardship. On one side of the road is the hazardous ditch that is known as
anxiety. This is prevalent in congregations, leadership groups and even among
individual stewards. The ditch of anxiety is filled with the fear that if the steward is
faithful and is sacrificially living out their identity as a steward, they just might run
out of what they need to support this body and life.

This idolatrous anxiety causes the steward to cling so tightly to what they have at
the expense of faithful stewardship of the Gospel. This hampers faithful service
within the congregation and inhibits faithful outreach into the community in which
the congregation has been planted. It creates the wreckage of fear of lack, fear of
missing out and fear of being less than we want to be. This ditch crashes faithful
stewardship. CONTINUED
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The ditch of apathy

The ditch on the other side of the road is not any better. That one goes by the name
of apathy. This is an ever-present issue in legacy congregations. The stewards in
these congregations look around at their familiar settings and they do not like what
they see. The pews that used to be full are mostly empty. The filled parking lots of
holiday services stand vacant. The familiar faces grow older and grayer. The
children that used to fill Sunday school rooms and parts in the Christmas programs
went off to college, only never to return.

Neighborhoods changed demographics, socioeconomics and ethnicity. Rural and
city congregations emptied as populations moved to greener pastures. In the face of
all this, the steward feels helpless, hapless and hopeless. The fear is that the remnant
is powerless to make any changes, and this leads to a general feeling of apathy.

The apathetic steward sighs, shrugs and goes careening into the dangerous ditch of
apathy that leaves the carnage of thinking that no serving, no caring and no
generosity will ever be effective. This paralyzes the mission of the church, the
ministry of the congregation and the work of the individual steward. This ditch
crashes faithful stewardship.

Staying on the road

There is only one option. Jesus, the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, is

the factor that keeps us on the narrow way. When the Holy Spirit is working through

the Word of God taught in its truth and purity and the Holy Sacraments
administered in accordance with their institution by Christ, the steward is guided
along the winding road of life in this world with a clear vision of eternity in mind.
The presence of Jesus in the lives of stewards breeds a faithfulness that keeps the
steward out of both ditches, which can and will leave lives in wreckage.

Daily devotions and the weekly Divine Service are where the Spirit does His work
connecting the steward to Jesus. In fact, the faithful steward finds that the most
important thing worth stewarding is the Gospel. The daily management of all of life
and life’s resources serve the purpose of supporting and expanding the work of the
Gospel in our families, our communities and our world. Here is where stewardship
and mission go hand in hand. CONTINUED
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The key to keeping stewards and congregations out of either ditch is keeping the
stewards in Christ. Faithful proclamation of Jesus Christ is essential. Deepening
connections to the Holy Scriptures are necessary. Weekly reception of the Lord’s
Supper is a grand idea as well. If we are stewards of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
which we are by virtue of our baptism, then the steward can never get enough Jesus
in Word and Sacrament. Faithful proclamation and reception of the Way, the Truth
and the Life is the only way to keep stewards and their congregations out of the two
equally-devastating ditches on either side of the narrow way.

Called out of the ditches

The road has been paved by the Word of Jesus at the cross and empty tomb. The
faithful steward receives this treasure with joy knowing that it is FOR THEM, but
not about them. This Gospel then moves them to be even more faithful with what the
Lord entrusts to them for the sake of others. A ditch on either side of the narrow way
is still a ditch. But Jesus calls us out of it. For His glory and the benefit of our
neighbor!

Pacstorn Poock

VERIFY: Please, if you are electronically asked for
anything regarding Faith Lutheran Church, call the
church (941-776-1395) to verify the information

before doing anything. It could be a scam.

PLEASE pickup your 2025 Tax Statement found on the
card table in the Narthex.
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Anyone using the kitchen, please be aware of a new procedure when leaving
anything in the refrigerator. There is a color code for clips on the

refrigerator shelves. | and the school would appreciate your help in

following this code. Shelves marked with a green clip are designated as

Fellowship shelves, shelves marked with a red clip are designated Home-
school shelves, and the blue clip is Pastor’s shelf. Please make yourself

aware of this and do not touch or change any clips. Thank you.
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February 14, 2025 is a celebration in honor of one or two early Christian martyrs
named Saint Valentine and, through later folk traditions, has become a
significant cultural, religious, and commercial celebration of romance and love

in many regions of the world.
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REMEMBER LENT BEGINS ON
WEDNESDAY, February 16, 2026
with Ash Wednesday Services at 5 or 7 pm.
(3:30 Bible Study ONLY)

PALM SUNDAY, March 29, 2026 Divine Services
are at 8:00 or 10:30 am.
Faith Lutheran Church also invites you to attend
Holy Thursday, April 2nd and Good Friday, April 3rd Services
atSor 7 pm.
EASTER is April 5, 2026,
when we will have two Divine Services,

8 am. is our Sunrise Divine Service, 10:30 am is our Easter Divine Service

Hope everyone will join us for these important dates.

Faith Members and Friends:

LWML, Altar Guild, Women of Faith, Church Council and Fellowship have been
asked to host one or more of the five Lenten Meals. The Committees are asking for
volunteers to help in providing soup, dessert, set up or clean up. If you can help,
please sign up on the blue table in the Narthex and indicate how you would like to
help. You will be contacted prior to the meal date.

Lenten Meals will follow the 5:00 Wednesday Divine Service
February 25th, March 4, March 11, March 18 and March 25,
2026.

We thank all volunteers in advance and look forward to

your help.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL, Janusry 13, 2026

In attendance: Pastor Poock, Alec Carpp, Laura Matson, Tony Bowen, Alex Boettcher,
David DuChane, Glenn Collier, Margaret, Martha, Eloise Schwarz, Dorothy Swain

Call to order: By Alec Carpp, 6:00 p.m.

Devotions: Reading of Matthew 20 by Pastor Poock

Prayer by Pastor

Reports

Secretary: No report

Treasurer: Faith Lutheran currently uses 2 banks: Southstate & Truist. Truist needs a
clear statement about the change in treasurer so that they can update signature

cards. David made a motion stating;

“ As of January 1%, Barb Wikel has resigned as treasurer and Laura Mat-

son was elected to replace Barb and is now the treasurer of Faith Lutheran Church in
Parrish FL.”

It was seconded by Alec. The motion carried.

Laura has a new email and handed it out to the council.

Financial Secretary:

Alex Boettcher asked about the 2 banks: We have 3 accounts in each bank, which will
be combined into one bank in the near future. The church also

has a credit card account with Southstate and Truist as well as c.d.s with LCEF.

Alex asked who prepared the financials. He needs to look it over carefully. He will be
meeting with Larry to give him information so he will feel well prepared.

Pastor Poock: Catechism will begin next Sunday,7 people some new, some current, 2-4
more if they decide to come. Bible classes regarding Concord going well, next

week Monday- Sunday he will be gone for fair, Ash Wednesday is February15 coming up
quickly, talked with school about activities, summer various chapel conference, reserve
duty synodical convention. He also talked about kneelers, but no plans are in place at
this time. Pastor talked about evaluating all practices and elements of the Divine
Service to ensure that they communicate clear Lutheran doctrine. He has changed the
placement of the vessels for communion to better focus on the purpose of the altar and
the sacrament. He is also evaluating other elements; one such elementis the

red candle. In his initial study, it does not seem to serve a purpose in

the Lutheran church and is more related to Roman Catholic or Anglican theology. David
made a motion to authorize the eternal flame to be taken down if Pastor’s evaluation
and research make it clear that it does not fit our theology. Alec seconded the mo-
tion. The Motion carried.

Vice President: No report for this first time. CONTINUED
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Outreach-Glen Collier has been nominated for this position.

Elders: New elder Norm Bothum has begun serving and possibly a winter member who
is an elder at his home congregation may be helping when he is available. Possible new
elders are praying about their ability to serve on the board.

LWML and Altar Guild: There is a Bin for collection of clothing. We will be putting
together hygiene kits on February 13". Allwomen of Faith Lutheran are invited to
come. In our meeting on January 9", our President, Marilyn Howard gave updates on
current Mites and Redlands collections.

Communion totals are lower for 2025 vs 2024.

Trustees: David said the appliance repair company was having a hard time getting
parts for food warming unit to be fixed, so he found the parts himself and fixed it.

He also got other parts on order for the oven. David is replacing all 4 or

5 lightbulbs. He brought in his ladder, one light is bug free and soon the rest will be as
well. He will be replacing the bulbs in the 2 front light fixtures to be sure we like

the color before changing all of them.

There are still possible critters getting into the ceiling. Grass cutting service in ques-
tion.

New Business: OUTREACH is open, Glenn would like to serve. David made a motion for
Glenn to be appointed as the new Outreach board chair. Alex seconded. The motion
carried. Now we need ideas for outreach.

Margaret is here to find out about lenten meals... serve, clean up, is anyone willing to
make soup? Laura said she would, pastor asked if we could put a sheet out for people
to sign up, Eloise said she would make chili, Margaret will put out a sign up sheet.

Old Business: Review of possible by-law changes such as, who votes on this
committee, cleaning up the bi-laws making sure everything is up to

date, Dave, Alex, and Alec will work with the Pastor. Once they have made changes it
will need to be approved by the congregation.

Adjournment with prayer

Meeting ended at 6:54 p.m.

Submitted by Dorothy Swain

IDEAS NEEDED FOR FAITH
Please contact Glen Collier, CﬁT Re aCh

214-632-8887
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Look Back

Our Stamp Ministry is a Custodian of history, art and communication.

Through its careful curation of stamp issues and its promotion of

philately, it preserves and celebrates each nation’s story in miniature.
Technology has changed the ministry by balancing tradition with
innovation and honoring the enduring allure of the postage stamp in a

rapidly changing world.

Faith is in need of some volunteers to help with greeting on Sunday
mornings at the 10:30 Divine Service and with bringing in goodies for
Coffee Bites (just 3 dozen cookies or 2 dozen breakfast pastries).

Neither volunteer position is difficult, it just means setting aside a day to
offer your help.

We have been complimented on how much new people coming into our Church
are made to feel welcome and how much people enjoy their coffee and a
sweet treat following the 10:30 Divine Service.

Won't you consider helping us out?
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Opportunities for you to grow and become involved...

Pastor Poock’s Bible Classes

Our Sunday Bible Class meets at 9:15 am in the Great Hall led
by Pastor Poock. We are studying the Introit & Bible Readings.

Collections at this time go to benefit
pastoral students at the Concordia Seminary.

EEE

Bible Study . ,
At 11:45 am on Sundays, Pastor has begun his Adult Catechism

classes in the large Sunday School Room for anyone interested in becoming a
member of Faith or just rethinking the Lutheran Ministry.

Pastor also meets on Wednesdays at 3:30 pm prior to the
5:00 Divine Worship and at 6:30 pm following the
Divine Service.
The 3:30 pm Bible Study is currently studying
the Book of Exodus and the 6:30 pm Bible Study is on The Book of Concord.

For those of you who know Jean Roehrs, who has moved up to
Orlando, she is feeling lonely and would love to hear from you.

Her phone number is 941-567-8681.

If you can't give her a phone call, please keep her in your prayers
as she is trying to sell her home here in Tidevue Estates and
incurring additional monetary charges while under contract to sell
it.

The FIRST QUARTER MISSION of Faith for 2026 will be
TIN ROOFS FOR AFTRICA PROJECT.

LCMS is partnering with churches in Africa to
provide the tools and materials necessary to put _
tin roofs on their churches. With your help,&i“
Faith would like to help offer the means to do [
this. :
On your check made out to Faith Lutheran,
please note it is for "Missions” on the memo

N

|
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I LWML IS ASKING FAITH MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
|||__-\\|’|/|\\\"’ ML TO HELP SUPPORT
Redlands Christian Migrant Association, as they collect
clothing items for newborns to 5 years.
Please see the LWML table in the Narthex for more information.

LWML is currently dedicated to the collection
of new/gently used jackets, sweaters, sweat
shirts, pants and NEW socks and underwear for
boys and girls - toddlers through 5 years for
Redlands Christian Migrant Association here in
Manatee County. We are calling this outreach project "KIDS CLOSET
SUNDAYS" through the month of March.

At our Friday, February 13, 2026 Meeting, we will have our Bible
Study, a meeting and then pack hygiene kits for the homeless here in
Manatee County for our Project Heart Campaign.

LWML
Sunday and Wednesday,

January11and January 14, 2026
were valuable learning times about this ministry
program for all who attended,
thanks to Marilyn Howard, aepeiiones -
president. S T eE———
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This Month’s Privileged Servants
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Psalm 100:2)
Altar Guild
Sundays, 8:00 am /Sunday 10:30 am

Feb. 1 Martha Riedl / Cindy Nuetzel
Feb. 8 Sean Kons/ Martha Riedl

Feb. 15 Meta Green / Gwyn Poock

Feb. 22 Monica Carenza / Cindy Nuetzel

Wednesdays, Spm

o Feb. 4 Eloise Schwarz
o Feb. 11 Karen Hill
Feb. 18 Robin Parkin
Feb. 25 Eloise Schwarz

Laitt Lutheran Clarel
Parrish. Florida

Elders
Sundays, 8:00 am Sundays, 10:30 am Assistant
February 1 Tom Weiss Norm Bothun Alex Carpp
February 8 Dennis Steinke Caleb Poock Alex Boettcher
February 15 Tom Weiss Norm Bothun Alex Carpp
February 22 Dennis Steinke Caleb Poock Alex Boettcher
Wednesdays, S pm Assistant

February 4 Tony Bowen Carl Schwarz
February 11 Tony Bowen Jeff Sattanno
February 18 Tony Bowen Curt McCarty
February 25 Tony Bowen Carl Schwarz

Offering Counters

February 1 Larry Colton, Paulette Stoddard, Ann Colton, Greg Wissner
February 8 Judy Sattanno, Stu Lindberg, Greg Wissner, Larry Colton
February 15 Marilyn Howard, Nancy Kendall, Marti Katterhenry

February 22 Nancy Kendall, Paulette Stoddard, Ann Colton, Larry Colton
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HAPPENINGS AT FAITH

WOMEN OF FAITH

Women of Faith are working on quilts and some knitted
projects for 2026 and would be so appreciative of help from the
congregation members.

They meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month from QUILTING
9-11:30 am. Come and see where you could help.

Marjorie Weiss  941-757-7307
FOOD BARREL DONATIONS

We have an opportunity to help others that are less fortunate through our Food Barrel
donations. Items of priority this month are: toilet tissue, canned fruit,

bottles of fruit juice and toiletries.

Thank you for helping this most worthy cause, and to Larry

Colton for taking the items to the Methodist Church in Parrish.

Faith is still in need of a VOLUNTEER to take
care of the Children’s Table in the Narthex.
Alice Bowen has been doing it for a number
of years and has done a beautiful job. We
THANK her. She and her husband are
moving out of the area the end of May, so

we are in need of a new volunteer to handle

this project. Please call the church if you

are interested and we will let Alice know so

you and she can make a smooth transition.
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Attar TGuild

T

The 2026 Flower Chart for Faith Lutheran Church is now ready for your

considerations for beautification of our Lord’s House. If you wish to celebrate a

birthday, wedding anniversary, or a special occasion with Altar Flowers, please sign
up for your dates. Add your name and the purpose for the donation on the week-
end you prefer. Fill in the small sheet found next to the chart with your contact in-
formation and reason for the flowers. Payment may be made by drop off to church,
collection plate, or online with memo line: Altar Flowers. There will be no flowers
during the Lenten season.

The cost remains $60.00 for two arrangements, or if two families wish to share a
weekend, $30.00 for one arrangement. Flowers may be picked up after the
Wednesday evening service, or they may be made available for Pastor to take for
home/hospital visits. The florist vases must be returned by Saturday of same week
for pickup.

Altar Flowers and Vases

If you paid for the alter flowers and want to take them home, there are SPARE (5)

vases to borrow in the kitchen instead of using the florist vases. These can be found
in the cabinet above the microwave. Please return them clean when you are done
with the flowers, so that others may use them also. Any questions, please contact
the church office at (941)776-1485

Thank you Eloise
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Happy Birthday

Sawaeng Lindberg

Terry Rupprecht, Judy Sattanno, Bob Cascio
Terry Uhl, Kim Morgan

Michael VanVelzer

Ralph Grotelueschen, Connor Infanti

9 Jeannette Hinman

16  Robin Parkin

18  Jim Jones

27  Cheryl Cusick, Dennis Steinke

28  Lisa Boettcher

[C BN B R N

happy anniversary

5 Greg & Arlene Gasper (54 years)

6 Jerry & Terry Uhl (27 years)

8 Dale & Frances Kurlinski (33 years)
8 Alec & Erin Carpp (2 years)

11 Bill & Kay Adkins (48 years)

11 Guy & Debbie Horbus (48 years)
18 Ray & Vickie Gilbert (20 years)

28 William & Vicki Costello (42 years)
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Requests

The psalmist writes The Lord has heard my pleas,; the Lord
accepts my prayer (Psalm 6:9 ESV). The Lord hears our pleas
and will accept our prayers, also. Please make your prayer

needs known to the church office or to the prayer chairman

and your requests/needs will be shared with the Prayer Partners who

have joined the Faith Prayer Ministry. To be a member of this vital

ministry send an email to eloise637@gmail.com and prayer requests will

be sent to you via email. Thank you.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO GAVE UP THEIR SATURDAY 2 ) ]

Faith Lutheran would like to thank everyone who offered their 0@
valuable time and talents to decorate and then remove the church ‘ﬁ
decorations this past Advent and Christmas season. Many hands ‘\

made the job go easily and quickly. We hope to see you again this ‘*P.

next year.

Lenten Light Meals during February and March will be provided by the following Faith

committees.:

February 25tth Fellowship & Council

March 4th LWML |
March 11h Altar Guild

March 18th LWML

March 25th Chili Council & Fellowship

The meals will consist of soup, crackers, sandwiches,

pickles, chips, desserts and sodas. A free will offering is

taken to help cover the cost of sandwiches provided.
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FELLOWSHIP NEWS:

Sunday morning Coffee Bites continues to have some delicious goodies following the 10:30 am
Divine Service.

To those of you who help Fellowship out with your Free Will offerings at
the coffee bar, our sincere thanks. That money helps Faith purchase
coffee and paper products for our Coffee Bites. It is greatly appreciated.

If you are interested in volunteering to help with Coffee Bites (3 dozen cookies or 2 dozen
pastries), please let Monica or Margaret know or call the Church Office at 941-776-1395 to
be added to the volunteer Coffee Bite list.

Any Church ladies or men willing to volunteer to help any Church committee
with a soup OR dessert (to serve 10-12 people) OR help with clean up on March
4,11, 18 or March 25, please sign up on the blue Narthex Table.

GRIEFSHARE FACILITATORS NEEDED:

— As we are now into our fourth week of another 13 week

e | PR\ GriefShare session, we ask each of you to prayerfully
Vliat @D\ consider whether you would like to join our GriefShare Team

" to become a FACILITATOR.

The attributes of a Facilitator include:
being a good listener, being compassionate and empathetic, and being able
to offer encouragement to participants.

Facilitators find joy and reward in making a difference in someone's life
who is grieving and seeking help.

If you are interested, please contact Pastor Poock or the church office for
further information.

G005 95t The Love OFQeses
SEE Sormething Wonlen 0




