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By His Word of the Gospel, Jesus Calls Us Out of the Darkness into His Marvelous Light

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy He does not forsake
them. He restrains His anger and keeps His peace, until He opens their ears and eyes to hear and
see Him. “For his righteousness’ sake,” He magnifies His Word and makes it glorious in the
coming of Christ Jesus (Is. 42:21). Jesus turns “the darkness before them into light” (Is. 42:16)
because He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5). The incarnate Son of God does the works of
His Father and displays the divine glory in His own flesh “while it is day,” until that night
“when no one can work” (John 9:4). By the washing of water with His Word, He opens the eyes
of the blind and grants rest to the weary. Therefore, though “at one time you were darkness,”
now “you are light in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). By our Baptism into Christ, we live in the eternal
day of His resurrection, wherein He shines upon us. As often as we fall back into the darkness
of sin, He calls us by the Gospel to “awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead” (Eph. 5:14)

THE DIVINE SERVICE is celebrated each Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am and Wednesday at
5:00 pm. Bible Class is held on Sunday at 9:15 am and Wednesday at 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Christological, Scriptural, Confessional and Liturgical
member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We believe that God has called us to believe,
teach and confess that Christ was crucified for our sins and we receive salvation by faith, which
is a gift of God through His grace given to us in our baptism, as is revealed in the Holy Bible
which is the inspired and inerrant Word of God. In response to His gift of salvation, we eagerly
desire to do good works out of thanksgiving and praise to the Triune God.

COMMUNION STATEMENT

Because we take the Word of God seriously and we love our visitors, we ask that if you are not
a member of Faith Lutheran or another LCMS church, please refrain from taking
communion until you have talked with Pastor Poock. In the meantime, we would love to have
you participate by coming forward and receiving a blessing.

Communion offers the immense blessing of forgiveness of our sins. However, it can be taken to
one’s judgment if not properly understood. 1 Cor 11:27,29 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the
bread or drinks the cup of the LORD in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body
and blood of the LORD...For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.”

We teach that a person receives the real Body and the real Blood of Jesus Christ “in, with and
under the bread and wine.” It is not symbolic or merely a spiritual presence.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!
We rejoice to have you with us today. The liturgy is found in the Lutheran Service Book in the
rack in front of you. You may place this bulletin in the back of your hymnal to help you follow
along with the order of service. The Propers for the day are printed within the bulletin. Please
read the message in this bulletin concerning reception of Holy Communion at our church.

The first quarter of 2026 is designated by Pastor and the Elders for the LCMS Tin Roofs for
Africa Project

Imagine worshipping in a church without a roof! In Christian communities throughout Africa,
this 1s a reality. Sun, heat and rain hinder the desire and ability to worship. The LCMS has
partnered with churches in Africa to provide the tools and materials necessary to put tin roofs
on their churches. We, with your help and by the grace of God, offer the means.
https://www.lcms.org/tinroofs

Weekly Memory Verse Ephesians 2:4-5
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even

when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by grace
you have been saved.
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forth in faith, And Christ shall give you life.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
INVOCATION
[P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
EXHORTATION LSB 203

P)  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins
and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 27:4—6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15
Pastor: My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
Cong: for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
Cong: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.
Pastor: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
Cong: he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
Pastor: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in
his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;
Cong: I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Pastor: My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
Cong: for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14-21

"For a long time I have held my peace;
I have kept still and restrained myself;

now I will cry out like a woman in labor;
I will gasp and pant.

15T will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;

I will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.

16And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,

in paths that they have not known



I will guide them.

I will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.

These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them.

"They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,

who say to metal images,

“You are our gods.”

Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

2’He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

2IThe LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE

light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), °and try to discern
what is pleasing to the Lord. 'Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. '?For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. *But when
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, *for anything that becomes visible is light.

Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Ephesians 5:8—-14
8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of



(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

ALLELUIA LSB 205
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GOSPEL

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that
this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. “We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. *As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” *Having said these things, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud "and said
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and
came back seeing.

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” *Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He
kept saying, “I am the man.” '°So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” !'He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed and received my sight.” *They said to him, “Where is
he?” He said, “I do not know.”

BThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '“Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. °So the Pharisees again asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed,
and I see.” '®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”” And there was a



division among them. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since
he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 2°His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son and that he was born blind. 2'But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ?(His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should
confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) »*Therefore his parents said,
“He is of age; ask him.”

2480 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory
to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” >’He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not
know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” **They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” >’He answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
2We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” 3°The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. *'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone
is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. **Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 3*If this man were not from God,
he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach
us?” And they cast him out.

33Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?” 3®He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 3"Jesus said
to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” **He said, “Lord, I believe,”
and he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not
see may see, and those who see may become blind.” °Some of the Pharisees near him heard
these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life I« everlasting. Amen.
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Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
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5  Ifyou are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.
Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
OFFERING
OFFERTORY LSB 192
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE 208
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS LSB 208
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain;
yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You
spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in
Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the

world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;



give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I«
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I«
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, Q) Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
420 CHRIST, THE LIFE OF ALL THE LIVING
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

5  Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,

That from pain I might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence I gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

6  Thou hast suffered great affliction

And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented

That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7  Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—-78, alt.; (sts. 3—4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book,

1912, St. Louis
Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,
To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His COV - € - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ul - ty.
Whose souls, con-demnedand dy - ing, Were pre-ciousin His sight.
And righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  king-dom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us 1s Love.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Tune: Leonhart Schréter, c. 1532—c. 1601
Text and tune: Public domain
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we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
world re - stor -ing, Speak to us, Your love out-pour - ing.
pit -y spo - ken, Heal the world, by sin now bro - Kken.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.
Text: James Quinn, 1919-2010
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain
841 O SON OF GOD, IN GALILEE
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blind to see; O bless - ed Lord, be near.
You their care; Your grace to them make known.
Sav - ior dear, Can in - stant help af - ford.
light and  cheer To ev - ‘ry trou - bled heart.
un - der - stand, For You will make them plain.
Text: Anna B. D. Hoppe, 1889-1941, alt.
Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760—-1842
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000820
Tune: Public domain
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sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
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1 A - maz - 1ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - 'y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And

5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost  but
Word my hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life  shall cease, A - maz ing  grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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Nnow am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725—-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
Text and tune: Public domain
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Rev. Patrick Poock
Organist: Lillian Boettcher

Happy Birthday
Robert Biebl 17
Jason Laser 18
Barbar Wikel 20™

Happy Anniversary
None this week

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES AT
FAITH:

Sunday, March 15t

8:00 am Divine Service

9:15 am Bible Study

9:15 am Sunday School

10:30 am Divine Service

11:30 am Fellowship

12:15 pm Adult Catechism

Monday, March 16™
1:00 pm Ladies Bible Study
6:30 pm Griefshare

Wednesday, March 18"
3:30 pm Bible Study

5:00 pm Divine Service
6:00 pm Light Lenten Meal

6:30 pm Book of Concord

Friday, March 20"
7:00 pm Lifelight Bible Study

Sunday, March 22"

8:00 am Divine Service
9:15 am Bible Study

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Divine Service
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 am Adult Catechism

Looking Ahead

Monday, March 23" Ladies Bible Study
1:00 pm

Monday, March 23" Griefshare 6:30 pm
Wednesday, March 25" Women of Faith
9:00 am

Wednesday, March 25 Bible Study 3:30
pm

Wednesday, March 25™ Divine Service
5:00 pm

Wednesday, March 25" Light Lenten Meal
6:00 pm

Wednesday, March 25" Book of Concord
Study




